LYNNWOOD GLEN RESIDENTS ACTION GROUP

          CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 2008 TO NOVEMBER 2009.

BACKGROUND.

The EXCO of the Lynnwood Glen Residents Action Group consists of a group of concerned residents of the suburb of Lynnwood Glen that voluntarily donate their time – and money – to protect the interests of the other residents of the suburb against a wide-range of threats such as illegal business development, illegal encroachment on the pristine area by developers and also to attempt to ensure that the Tshwane City Council does not act to the detriment of residents through ill-considered approval of questionable applications for rezoning.

The area of Lynnwood Glen is bordered by Atterbury Road on the South, the N1 on the West, Lynnwood Road on the North and General Louis Botha Road on the East. It is dissected by Glenwood Road from the East to the intersection with Ingersol Road where it turns in a Northwesterly direction to intersect with Lynnwood Road on the Northern side.

Lynnwood Glen is informally divided into Lynnwood Glen East – which is the area to the East of Ingersol and to the North of Glenwood Roads. The area to the West of Ingersol Road and Glenwood road, which includes the nature area known as Struben dam, is referred to as Lynnwood Glen West for purposes of declaring it an enclosed security area.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The EXCO of the LGRAG works very closely with the Ward Councilor for Ward 46, Professor Duncan Baker. We are indeed privileged to have a person of his caliber and dedication as our councilor. He has shown commitment to his ward and has on many occasions interceded on our behalf with the council where it was necessary to do so without compromising himself.

The current EXCO took over from the previous one after the AGM which was held on   17 November 2008 and it would be inappropriate not to recognize the many years of unselfish and dedicated work done by them. In this regard I would like to mention Mr. Pieter Korki, Mr. Jan Diepeveen, Ms. Doreen Wilson and of course, Dr. Chris Semmelink and Mr. Dawie Bezuidenhout who still serve the interests of the residents in a co-opted capacity. Theirs has been an unselfish task, not appreciated and often criticized but none-the-less crucial to the well-being of the residents as a whole.  We owe them our heartfelt gratitude.

The current EXCO consists of the following persons:

Mr. Stefan Grobler
-
Chairperson

Mr. Faan Geyser
-
Deputy Chairperson

Mr. Dave Harcourt
-
Secretary

Mr. Arthur Dyer

-
Treasurer

Ms. Ineke Handley
-
Member responsible for legal issues

Mr. Dave Rogers
-
Member responsible for liaison

Dr. Chris Semmelink 
-
Co-opted member

Mr. Dawie Bezuidenhout
Co-opted member.

BUSINESS OF THE EXCO.

The EXCO met on a regular basis once every two months to discuss issue relevant to the suburb. This included matters like considering applications for rezoning, for land-use as well as other issues that became necessary from time to time
A total number of 23 applications for land use, which included rezoning, were considered by the EXCO and in all cases the interests of the residents were placed first before a decision was made. In some cases approvals were conditional to certain changes and in others applications were downright rejected on the basis that it would negatively affect the suburb and its residents. 
We opposed 10 applications and agreed with 7. In addition we lodged 6 objections independently.
The applications that were opposed were, amongst others, applications to operate guest houses, places of instruction as well as a school for hearing impaired children.
Illegal businesses that have been identified and reported to the Tshwane City Council included estate agencies, building contractor as well as an application for the expansion of Menlyn.

We also opposed the building of a 34 storey hotel and office block on the intersection of Atterbury  and Lois Roads
We attended 5 full meetings with developers and attended 5 public meetings. We submitted 2 major inputs regarding the Menlyn Node and appeared before the Town Planning Committee on one occasion.

The most serious threat to the suburb remains the encroachment by illegal businesses which attempt to establish themselves in an innocent way and then proceed to pose a serious threat to the well-being and the security of the neighbours. As an example I would like to name a certain property in Ingersol Road that was purchased and the dwelling allegedly illegally demolished. There are also other examples, one being where a new owner purchased a property and proceeded to alter it to such an extent where an application has been made for it to be used as a place of instruction. It has subsequently appeared as if the applicant has made a fraudulent misrepresentation as the building is to be used for an illegal office.

There are many such instances where unscrupulous agents fail to inform prospective purchasers of restrictions on development in the area. These purchasers are then surprised and upset when the LGRAG oppose their plans.

The LGRAG has also had occasion to appear before the City Council to oppose the proposed development of the property known as the Menlyn Podium. We objected to the height increase as well as the anticipated increase in traffic volumes that will add to an already overburdened and inadequate roads system – particularly Ingersol Road in the approaches to Menlyn. We were unfortunate to have not succeeded in our opposition although certain concessions were made by the developer which was some consolation.
THE WAY FORWARD

The EXCO cannot function efficiently and effectively without the active participation of the residents of Lynnwood Glen.  We need your active and continued support and call upon volunteers who have the best interests of themselves and of the suburb at heart to come forward and be part of the EXCO.

We have lodged complaints with the Tshwane City council regarding a number of objections and other complaints that they have apparently ignored. 
THREATS TO THE SUBURB
The Pretoria East Mobility Study (PEMS) was a consultative process between the Tshwane City Council and the residents of Lynnwood Glen during which the Council undertook not to allow development for business purposes in the area below Kelvin Street in a straight line across Ingersol Road. That means that properties on the Western side of Ingersol Road, and to the Menlyn side where Ingersol turns in a Westerly direction, have been zoned for business purposes. Not only has this unfortunately urged certain unscrupulous developers to attempt to force this concession across this line, but the Tshwane City Council has indicated their intention to engage in a new public participation process that would in effect mean that it would renege on its agreement in terms of the PEMS. This is a very serious implication indeed.  

Threats to residents are, amongst others the following:

· Loss of privacy – high-rise buildings next door threaten your privacy

· Loss of access to amenities – development may threaten “green areas”    

· Loss of security – Empty buildings and houses (especially unoccupied) lead to vagrants / crime.

· Increase in traffic – addition of vehicles as a result of businesses attracting customers

· Ribbon development – as one property gains rezoning adjoining properties seize upon the opportunity and illegally develop.

· Threat to investment – Your property may become valueless if a monstrosity is built next door.

· Increase in noise – a School or place of instruction next door or opposite.

The construction being undertaken on the area opposite Lynnwood Road known as Lynnwood Bridge has also had serious implications for residents in Alcade Road, particularly the issue of alleged height restriction contraventions. This will be dealt with by other speakers. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF RESIDENTS

Residents should not be misled by visions of making a fortune should their properties be rezoned for business purposes. This does not mean that your property will overnight turn into a goldmine – although we all hope so.

Be alert and keep a vigilant look-out for innocuous signs in small-print on a property next-door or across the street. It may be an advertisement for an application to rezone to establish a school or an office which will cause noise and an increase in vehicular and pedestrian traffic – attracting all kinds of unsavory elements. If you do see this, please report it to us. It is also your duty and your responsibility to object to the Tshwane City Council.

Remember the words of Edmund Burke: 

“If good men do nothing, evil will triumph” 

